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a few minutes it must inevitably have set the ship
on fire. Launches used to throw grapnels into the
rafts, and other boats, forming line, would tow them
to the shore, where they would burn themselves out.

On the night of the 2Oth of April occurred one of
those brilliant exploits of daring courage so common
in the Civil War that they became merely incidents
of its progress. Any one of them in a smaller war,
when public attention is not diverted over a vast
scene of activity, would have won permanent fame.
Lieutenant Caldwell, commanding one of the ninety-
day gun-boats, the Itasca, and Lieutenant Crosby,
commanding another, the Pinola, undertook the duty
of cutting the obstruction across the river above the
forts. Until there was a way through this, the whole
fleet would be held helpless under the. fire of the forts;
while turning for retreat in the swift current would
have meant confusion.

During a heavy bombardment from the mortars
they slipped upstream under cover of the bank. At
times so rapid were Porter's gunners in their work
that there were nine shells in the air at once. His
object, of course, was to keep down the fire of the
forts as much as possible in case the Itasca and the
Pinola were discovered. They were discovered, but
not until they had reached the obstruction.

As they had taken out their masts it was difficult
for the gunners in the uncertain light to distinguish
the gun-boats from the anchored hulks that had